
A Timeline of Bishops 
 

Bishop Dates Years as 
Bishop, 
Episcopal 
residence 

Civil and 
Social 

Elected 
from 

Suffragan or 
Assistant 

Died 
Buried 

John Croes 
1st Bishop of 
New Jersey. 
 

Fought in 
Revolutionary 
War. 
Founding of 
General 
Seminary, 
missionary 
work. 

1815-
1832 

17 Early days 
of U.S., War 
of 1812 

Rector, 
Christ, New 
Brunswick 

 d. 1832 
Christ, 
New 
Brunswick? 

George 
Washington 
Doane 
2nd Bishop of 
New Jersey. 
 

Hymn writer, 
church growth. 

1832-
1859 

27 
 

 Rector, 
Trinity, 
Boston 

 d. 1859 
St. Mary’s, 
Burlington, 
NJ 

William 
Henry 
Odenheimer 
3rd Bishop of 
New Jersey;  
1st Bishop of 
Northern 
New Jersey.  
 

Formed 
northern 
diocese.  
Founding of St. 
Barnabas 
Hospital and 
Christ Hospital. 

1859-
1879 

20  
 
Episcopal 
residence in 
Newark 

Economic 
depression 

Rector, St. 
Peter’s, 
Philadelphia 

 d. 1879 
St. Mary’s, 
Burlington, 
NJ 



Thomas A. 
Starkey  
2nd Bishop of 
Newark  
  

Name change of 
diocese, 1886, 
Church growth, 
service 
institutions. 

1880-
1903 

23 
 
Episcopal 
residence in 
East Orange 

Immigration 
from 
southern and 
eastern 
Europe 

Rector, St. 
Paul’s, 
Paterson 

 d. 1903 
Buried 
where? 

Edwin 
Stevens 
Lines  
3rd Bishop of 
Newark.  
 

Church 
institutions, 
social justice, 
national 
Church. 

1903-
1927 

24 
 
Episcopal 
residence in 
Newark 

WWI,  
San 
Francisco 
earthquake, 
Rise of 
trusts and 
monopolies 

Rector of St. 
Paul’s, New 
Haven, CT 

Wilson Reiff 
Stearly, 
Suffragan, 
1915-1917 
Coadjutor, 
1917-1927 

d. 1927 
St. Paul’s 
Church, 
New 
Haven, CT 

Wilson Reiff 
Stearly 
4th Bishop of 
Newark. 
 

First Bishop 
Suffragan of the 
Diocese.  
Church growth, 
diocesan 
teaching 
mission. 

(1915) 
1927-
1935 

20 
2 years  
Suffragan, 10 
years 
Coadjutor, 8 
years 
Ordinary 
 
Episcopal 
residence in 
?? 

Aftermath 
of WWI, 
Great 
Depression 

Rector, St. 
Luke’s, 
Montclair 

Benjamin M. 
Washburn, 
Coadjutor, 
1932-1935 

d. 1943 
St. 
Stephens, 
Millburn 

Benjamin 
Martin 
Washburn 
5th Bishop of 
Newark. 
 

Leader in 
national 
Church, 
Pension Fund 
President,  
pilot program 
for urban 
ministry. 

(1932) 
1935-
1958 

26 
3 years 
Coadjutor, 23 
years 
Ordinary 
 
Episcopal 
residence in 
?? 

WWII, post-
war 
religious 
fervor 

Boston? 
Where 
serving 
when 
elected? 

Theodore 
Ludlow, 
Bishop 
Suffragan, 
1936-1953 
 
Leland 
Stark, 
Coadjutor, 
1953-1958 

d. 1966 
Holy 
Innocents, 
West 
Orange 



Leland 
Stark 
6th Bishop of 
Newark. 
 

Episcopal 
Advance Fund, 
supporter of 
women’s 
ordination, 
prayer book 
revision, peace 
movement, 
black 
empowerment 
conference. 

(1953) 
1958-
1973 

20 
5 years 
Coadjutor, 15 
years 
Ordinary 
 
Episcopal 
residence in 
Montclair 

The ‘60s, 
Vietnam, 
Urban riots  

Rector, 
Epiphany, 
Washington, 
DC 

Donald 
MacAdie, 
Suffragan, 
1958-1963 
 
George E. 
Rath, 
Suffragan, 
1964-1970; 
Coadjutor, 
1970-1974 

d. 1986 
Holy 
Innocents, 
West 
Orange 

George 
Edward 
Rath 
7th Bishop of 
Newark. 
 

Strong 
supporter of 
women’s 
ordination, Rath 
Fund for clergy 
children 
education. 

(1964) 
1974-
1979 

15 
6 years 
Suffragan, 4 
years 
Coadjutor, 5 
years 
Ordinary 
 
Episcopal 
residence in 
Montclair 
 
After 
retirement 12 
years Asst. 
Bishop in 
Massachusetts 

Feminism, 
social 
change 

Rector, All 
Saints’, 
Millington, 
1941-1964 
(23 years) 

Kenneth 
Daniel 
Wilson 
Anand, 
Assistant, 
1974-1976 
 
John Shelby 
Spong, 
Coadjutor, 
1976-1979 

d. 1995 
Cape Cod 
(memorial 
service at 
All Saints’, 
Millington) 

John Shelby 
Spong 
8th Bishop of 
Newark. 
 

ACTS/VIM, 
Ward J. Herbert 
Fund, Episcopal 
House, author, 
social activist, 
president 
NJCC, 
women’s 
reproductive 
choice, 
addressed 
national issues. 

(1976) 
1979-
2000 

24 
3 years 
Coadjutor, 21 
years 
Ordinary 
 
Episcopal 
residence in 
Morristown 

Social 
change, gay 
rights 

Rector, St. 
Paul’s, 
Richmond, 
VA 

Walter 
Righter, 
Assistant, 
1989-1991 
 
Jack 
Marston 
McKelvey, 
Suffragan, 
1991-1999 
 
John Palmer 
Croneberger, 
Coadjutor, 
1998-2000 

 



John Palmer 
Croneberger 
9th Bishop of 
Newark. 
 

Collaborative 
ministry, 
Congregational 
Growth and 
Development 
Fund,  
Canon for 
Congregational 
Development, 
vocational 
diaconate. 

(1998) 
2000-
[2007] 

[9] 
2 years 
Coadjutor, [7] 
years 
Ordinary 
 
Episcopal 
residence in 
Montclair 

September 
11, 2001 
terrorism, 
wars in 
Afghanistan, 
Iraq 

Rector, 
Atonement, 
Tenafly, 
1980-1998 
(18 years) 

Rufus 
Theophilus 
Brome,  
Assistant, 
2002-2003 
 
Martin 
Townsend,  
Assistant, 
2004 
 
Carol 
Gallagher, 
Assistant,  
(2005-     ) 

 

10th Bishop 
of Newark. 

2007-      

 
 


